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The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
(CEC) will develop a 2 megawatt/4.2 mega-
watt-hour lithium-ion battery storage project 
with Braintree Electric. The primary goal of 
the energy storage system, which will be in-
stalled at one of the utility’s substations, is to 
reduce generation and transmission capacity 
costs for BELD and its customers. 

The grant was awarded as part of Governor 
Charlie Baker administration’s Energy Stor-
age Initiative known as Advancing Common-
wealth Energy (ACES), funded and adminis-

tered jointly by the Massachusetts Department 
of Energy Resources and MassCEC.  

“It is important to BELD and Braintree resi-
dents that we continue to be innovative and 
stay on the forefront of emerging technolo-
gies” said BELD General Manager Bill Bottiggi. 
“With the help of Borrego Solar this energy 
storage project gives us another opportunity to 
display our leadership role in the utility indus-
try while doing what we can to maintain low 
costs and high reliability for our customers.” 

BELD & Borrego Solar Systems 
receive $700,000 grant from 
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center

Thank you for nam-
ing BELD Broadband 
the “Best of Greater 
Braintree” in 2017! 
For the ninth time in 
a row you voted us 
Best Cable TV Ser-
vice, and this is the 
tenth year we’ve ac-
cepted the Best Inter-
net Service Provider 
award. 

Each year, Market 
Surveys of America 
conducts this online 
survey. Log on to 
bestofsurveys.com to 
vote for us in 2018 
and for complete 
details. Consider 
us for the Non-cell 
Phone category when 
you place your vote. 
Thank you so much 
for your continued 
support!

BELD 
Broadband 

is (still) 
Best 

of 
Braintree

Exciting 2018 EV news
The Federal EV tax credit is still in effect. 
There was some concern that the credit, which 
can be worth up to $7,500, would be removed 
from the tax code by the recent federal tax 
reform. Fortunately, this popular credit has not 
been changed, but there is a phase-out built in, 
kicking in when a vehicle manufacturer hits 
200,000 EVs sold. Tesla, Nissan and GM are 
likely to reach that mark this year, meaning tax 
credits for those brands will begin to phase out 
soon. 

Analysis from GasBuddy.com predicts the av-
erage price per gallon for gasoline in 2018 will 
be $2.57 nationally, an 18-cent increase from 
the 2017 yearly average. As a result, Ameri-
cans should expect to pay $133 more for gas 
this year. Fortunately for Braintree residents, 
electricity prices will stay the same. This means 
that switching to an EV will save you even more 
money compared to a traditional gas car. Most 
electric cars cost an equivalent of $1.00 to $1.40 
per gallon to fuel. 

We are also looking forward to exciting new EV 
models in 2018, including the hotly anticipated 
Tesla Model 3. The Mitsubishi Outlander Plug-
in Hybrid (PHEV) is an SUV with 22 miles of 
all-electric range, and the first deliveries have 

already arrived in Massachusetts. The rede-
signed Nissan Leaf, which now can go 150 miles 
on a charge, is another new arrival. Also keep 
your eyes out for the Hyundai Kona and Kia 
Niro PHEV crossovers this year. The Hyundai 
Ioniq launched as an all-electric compact car 
late last year, and a PHEV version is expected 
this year.

Finally, and most importantly, Braintree Drives 
Electric is still offering a limited number of free 
home EV chargers (a $599 value). Learn more 
at Braintree Town Hall during the next Ride 
and Drive event Saturday, March 17, 11 a.m-2 
p.m. Watch social media for details or contact 
us at BraintreeDrivesElectric@BELD.com 
or 781.303.4994 
to find out how 
you can receive 
a free level 2 EV 
charger.

Complete 
program 
information, 
current EV pric-
ing and more 
are available at 
http://www.BraintreeDrivesElectric.com. 
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www.beld.com
150 Potter Road

Braintree, MA 02184
781.348.BELD (2353)

PAYMENT OPTIONS
www.beld.com for

online BillPay, 
or call 781.348.1001
(sign up for AutoPay

to save time & money!) 

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Customer 

Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Drop Boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Cash accepted only at
Braintree Cooperative Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, February 19
Presidents’ Day

EL
EC

TR
IC

BR
O

AD
BA

N
D

Braintree‘s Chief Wompatuck: His Life & Legend

Post-storm update from the USVI
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BELD sent several crews of field work-
ers to St. Thomas to help island residents 
recover from the destruction hurricanes 
Maria and Irma left behind last fall. We 
dispatched seven linemen to the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands as part of the Northeast Public 
Power Association’s mutual aid effort to 
help with power restoration after the Sep-
tember storms. 

BELD’s first two-man crew headed down 
with equipment and supplies in early 
October as part of NEPPA’s 20-utility 
effort. A relief crew followed in early 
November, and another (who went 

down after Thanksgiving) 
returned before Christmas. 

The linemen drove their 
bucket trucks to Florida, 
where they were loaded on a 
cargo ship before the work-
ers boarded a flight to the 
island. Crews worked about 14 hours a 
day, spending the rest of their time on a 
docked repurposed cruise ship, where they 
could sleep and get hot meals.

There are still areas without power, but 
the U.S. Virgin Islands Water and Power 
Authority (WAPA) will continue the resto-
ration efforts using contractors still on the 
island, according to Sean Murphy, BELD 
Electric Operations Manager.

“Our crews did a great job,” Murphy 
said. “The WAPA and NEPPA leader-
ship on the island were impressed with 

everyone’s 
efforts. The 
guys accom-
plished a lot 
of critical 
restoration 
work under 
extremely 
difficult con-
ditions. They 
helped out 
the people of 
St. Thomas 

and represented BELD with hard work 
and professionalism.”

Braintree Historical Society presents a lecture on Chief Wompatuck, The Great Sachem of Massachusetts, Wednesday, 

3/14, at 7 pm. Local historian and member of BHS Board of Directors Rick Durham will delve into Native American life, 

culture & customs in early Massachusetts, and specifically the chieftain who lived in Braintree and granted the charter of 

Native American land to our town’s forefathers. Free admission. Gilbert Bean Museum, 31 Tenney Rd. 781.848.1640 or 

visit us on Facebook and braintree-historical.org.
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