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Braintree residents love driving electric
Join the movement! Launched during Na-
tional Drive Electric Week last September, 
Braintree Drives Electric continues to pick 
up momentum. At the end of 2016, we 
saw the number of electric vehicles (EVs) 
in Braintree more than double from what 
it had been before the 
program began. Based 
on the number of rebates 
redeemed through the 
Massachusetts Offers 
Rebates for Electric 
Vehicles (MOR-EV) 
Program, Braintree is 
one of the top three 
towns for new EV 
adoption during this 
time period. Further, 
Braintree has seen 
an increase in adoption by 
430% compared to the same time 
frame last year. 

Here are some snapshots from conversa-
tions with Braintree residents about their 
new EVs:  

Eric Tardiff, Nissan LEAF owner
Q: What is your favorite part about driv-
ing an EV?
A: “My wife loves to drive it and so do I. 
I like to fill it up for free while getting the 

best parking spots. I’ve driven to Am-
herst several times without a problem for 
free (except at the Amherst quick charger 
which costs $5 to fully charge). The battery 
weight is equally distributed, making the 
car more stable than gas cars. 
In parking lot traffic hardly 

any power 
is used.”

Mark Troy, Volkswa-
gen eGolf owner
Q: What inspired you 
to get an electric car?
A: “To save money. It 
costs me $15 less per 
month even with the 
trade-in of my current 
vehicle. After consid-
ering the fuel savings 
and the environmental 

impact on top of the initial savings, it was 
a no-brainer.”   

Phoebe Morad, Ford CMax Energi owner
Q: What inspired you to get an electric car? 
A: “We’ve realized for a while that driving 
a hybrid is the biggest impact we can make 
as consumers concerned about our impact 
on the climate. Then, seeing that it was fea-
sible to fit our family (including our dog), 
we knew it was time to take the leap.”

To learn more and hear from other Brain-
tree EV owners, join us for an EV work-
shop March 11, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. at Town 
Hall. Current EV owners will be available 
for a Q&A session, and we’ll have some 
vehicles to test drive following the work-
shop. 

Alternatively, you can sign up for a pick-
up-at-your-door test drive by visiting 
www.BraintreeDrivesElectric.com/test-
drive, or call 781.303.4994.

Freedom
of 

choice!
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STARZ gives you 
exclusive Original 
Series like Black 
Sails and Outlander, 
must-see movies like 
Monsters Inc. and 
Pixels, plus others 
you’ll watch again 
and again like Sleep-
less in Seattle and 
Avengers. Get stun-
ning High Definition 
on STARZ HD and 
ENCORE HD, and 
watch anytime with 
STARZ On Demand 
or anywhere with the 
STARZ App, both 
FREE with your sub-
scription. Sign up by 
April 30 to get half off 
for three months, $25 
cash back, and FREE 
installation. Call 
781.348.BELD (2353) 
or visit starz.com for 
details.

Mark Troy and his all-electric eGolf

Gina Choi, Sara Tardiff and Eric Tardiff 

with their all-electric Nissan LEAF
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www.beld.com
150 Potter Road

Braintree, MA 02184
781.348.BELD (2353)

PAYMENT OPTIONS
www.beld.com for

online BillPay, 
or call 781.348.1001
(sign up for AutoPay

to save time & money!) 

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Customer 

Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Drop Boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Braintree Cooperative Bank
1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.
505 Quincy Avenue

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, February 20
Presidents Day
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Community Bulletin Board
Braintree aarP meeting
Braintree AARP Chapter 4042. Tue. 3/21, 1:30 
p.m., Sons of Italy Hall. Entertainment will be 
“The Magic of Ireland.” All are welcome.

Proper disposal of prescription drugs
Flushing prescription drugs down the toilet enables 
them to enter our drinking water, rivers & lakes. Leav-
ing unused medication accessible can lead to accidents 
& abuse. Dispose of your drugs & unwanted medica-
tions at the kiosk in the Police Department lobby. 

The Massachusetts Good Neighbor Energy 
Fund is now open to all eligible candidates. The 
Fund helps households in temporary crisis who 
do not qualify for federal or state assistance with 
the payment of their energy expenses. GNEF’s 
“Give The Gift of Warmth” campaign goal this 
year is to raise $500,000 and assist more than 
1,150 households. 

The Fund 
is often the 
last resort 
for families 
who do 
not qualify 
for federal 
and state 
assistance 
programs. The 
Salvation Army, which administers the Fund, 
pays the energy provider directly for house-
holds whose gross income falls between 60 and 

80 percent of the state’s median income levels. 
For example, a household size of four would 
need to have a total gross yearly income of be-
tween $65,387 and $87,183 to qualify. 

This campaign year’s Fund disbursement is 
$425 per eligible household per heating season. 
To apply to the Fund for assistance, visit your 
local Salvation Army Corps Community Center 

or call 800.334.3047.

Participating energy companies support 
their respective customers’ generosity 
through various giving programs. Braintree 
residents who wish to support the Fund can 
“Give the Gift of Warmth” by using the 
green Good Neighbor Energy Fund dona-
tion envelope found in February electric 
bills, donating online at magoodneighbor.

org or mailing a check to “Good Neighbor Ener-
gy Fund,” c/o The Salvation Army, 25 Shawmut 
Road, Canton, Massachusetts 02021-1408.

the Good neighbor energy Fund is now open

Our crews work around the clock in difficult condi-
tions to restore service as quickly as possible when 
winter storms cause outages. We hope these tips 
help you better manage while we’re getting your 
lights back on.

First: If someone in your household relies on electric 
life support equipment, we strongly recommend 
emergency back-up power. This might be a battery 
operated system, an uninterruptable power supply, 
or a generator.

Avoid candles, or anything else with an open 
flame. Stock up on canned or dried food (and a 
manual can opener), and store fresh water if you 
have an electric pump. Keep a corded telephone or 
cell phone handy—cordless phones will not work 
without power. 

If you lose power, be sure it’s not due to a blown 
fuse or tripped circuit breakers in your home by 
checking to see if your neighbors have power. Then 
call us at 781.348.BELD (2353) to report the outage.

Make sure all electric devices your household re-
lies on are fully charged if the forecast turns nasty. 
Don’t wait until roads are impassable to discover 

that you can’t find your cords—especially a car 
charger. That may come in handy during extended 
outages as you can charge your devices from your 
vehicle if necessary. Have a flashlight, a battery-
operated radio, a wind-up clock and fresh batteries. 
Although a smartphone may have these features, it 

can take a lot of juice to run multiple apps….
and did you remember to 

charge it?

Finally, turn off 
electric appliances that were on be-
fore the outage that turn on automatically. Unplug 
sensitive appliances such as TVs, computers and 
microwaves. Temporary power surges can damage 
microprocessors inside them, so we recommend 
using plug-in surge protectors.

Prepare for winter storms now


