
Braintree Electric Light Department & BELD Broadband...your hometown electric and broadband department

A monthly newsletter for BELD & BELD Broadband customers, published April 2018

Braintree Electric
Light Department

and
BELD Broadband

Meet Joanne and get your EV questions answered
Hi! I’m Joanne 
Owen, Com-
munity Outreach 
Coordinator for 
Braintree Drives 
Electric. You can 
reach me at BELD 
at 781.348.2320. 
My job is to answer 
your questions 
and help you find 
the electric vehicle 
(EV) that’s best for 
you. Our goal is to 

increase the number of EVs in town, cutting carbon 
emissions and saving Braintree residents money 
along the way! 

Here are some common questions I get 
about EVs:

Isn’t an EV too small for my family? 
Not anymore! There are now four 
large EVs available. The new Mitsubi-
shi Outlander is a plug-in hybrid with 
room for your whole family. 
The Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid 
is the first full-size plug-in 
hybrid minivan. And if you’re 
looking for luxury, consider the 
Tesla Model X or BMW x5. 

How far can I drive on a charge? 
Fully-electric vehicles have ranges 
up to 300 miles, more than enough range for your 

daily commute or weekend errands. If you like to 
take longer trips, consider a plug-in hybrid. These 
cars have both an electric motor and a gasoline en-
gine. That way you can drive on battery most of the 
time and fill up with gas on longer trips. 

Aren’t they expensive? Not when you do your 
homework. If you choose an all-electric vehicle, you 
can fill up for about $1.20 per “gallon,” and they 
don’t need oil changes or other engine maintenance. 
You get tremendous incentives when you lease or 
buy an EV—up to $10,000! Braintree Drives Electric 
also negotiates fair, no-haggle prices for residents. 

BELD is offering a FREE level-2 home EV charg-
ing station (a $599 value), while supplies last. In 

addition, you’ll receive 
a monthly incentive 
(equivalent to nearly 
175 free miles each 
month) on your 
electric bill when 
you join the Smart 
Charging Program. 

Test drive the 
latest EV models 
Saturday, May 12, 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
Braintree Town 
Hall! 

Visit www.BraintreeDrivesElectric.
com to find out more and see the latest EV prices.

Now’s the time to sign up for online BillPay! 
You can set up your automatic bill payment 
schedule in this system to pay bills faster, easier 
and more securely. Just log on to www.beld.
net and click on the Online BillPay link.

Please note that you must be a registered ac-
count user to set up AutoPay. This will only 
take a few moments and it will give you access 
to all the features available. You’ll be able to 

view your payment history, consumption 
information and past billing statements, and 
you’ll be able to pay multiple accounts at 
once. Don’t worry, we’ve also got frequently 
asked questions and step-by-step instruc-
tions on how to register and set up your 
account. 

Still need help? Call us at 781.348.BELD (2353).

Celebrate Earth Month and commit to saving paper

As a participant in Ameri-
can Public Power Asso-
ciation’s TREE POWER 
initiative created in 1991, 
BELD is committed to 
beautifying our com-
munity while helping our 
customers save energy. 
That means we’ll be 
planting trees for Brain-
tree residents later this 
year. Since we began 
the Braintree Re-leaf 
program, we’ve planted 
more than 4,100 maple 
trees at no cost to the 
recipients. The young 
trees begin to reduce car-
bon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere right away, and in 
a few years their shade 
will help lower your home 
cooling costs. Interested? 
Contact our Energy 
Advisor Ruth Slater at 
781.348.1032 or rslater@
beld.com (no repeat cus-
tomers, please).

We’ll plant 
two trees in 

your yard—and 
they’re 

FREE
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PAYMENT OPTIONS
Sign up for AutoPay 
at beld.com, or call 

781.348.1001 to make 
a one-time payment.

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Customer 

Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Drop Boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Cash accepted only at
South Shore Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, April 16
Patriots’ Day
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Anthony Agnitti
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James Regan
Secretary

Thomas Reynolds 
Chairman

CoMMunity BullEtin Board
Braintree Choral Society 94th spring concert
Sun. 4/29, 3 p.m., First Congregational Church, 12 Elm 
St. “From Baroque to Broadway,” tickets are available 
online & at the door: $20 adults, $15 seniors & students. 
braintreechoralsociety.weebly.com.

annual rabies clinic 
Sat. 5/5, 10 a.m.– 2 p.m., outside Town Hall, $14. Spon-
sored by the Town of Braintree, Braintree Jaycees & Dr. 
Joseph Cosman, DMV of the VCA; 781.843.7414.

$2,000 performing arts scholarship 
Given by the Gregory Curtis Performing Arts Charitable 
Trust, to be awarded to a Braintree high school senior who 
will attend a 4-year college. Contact your guidance counsel-
or, the Curtis family (781.843.6365) or Kelly (781.736.9134 
or almachgr4@beld.net) for applications and details. Must 
be received by 5/11. 

April 22 is Earth Day—are you planning any 
outdoor projects? Before you start digging, you 
must call 888.DIG.SAFE (or 811) 72 hours 
in advance. Just one call starts the 
process of alerting all appropri-
ate utilities in your area for 
your plans.

Dig Safe is a communica-
tions network that assists 
excavators, contractors, 
and property owners 
in complying with state 
law by notifying utilities 
before digging begins. The 
member utilities will then 
locate and mark their pipes, 
cables and other conduits. And 
the service is free!

Underground utilities exist everywhere, and—
depending on the degree of soil erosion on 

your property—they may be located 18”″deep 
or less. A number of digging accidents in our 

area in recent years have underscored 
the importance of marking the 

location of underground 
facilities.

Dig Safe was estab-
lished as a not-for-
profit corporation—
funded entirely 
by member utility 
companies—to pro-
mote public safety, 

protect vital utility 
services, and safeguard 

against property and en-
vironmental damage. Visit 

the Dig Safe website at www.
digsafe.com for additional informa-

tion, and remember to call before you dig—
it’s the law.

dig Safe(ly) this april

Due to urgent need generated by winter’s cold 
temperatures and the resulting increase in home 
energy consumption, Massachusetts Good Neigh-
bor Energy Fund (GNEF) is appealing to local 
residents and businesses to consider donat-
ing to the Fund's 
2018 “Give the 
Gift of Warmth” 
campaign. 

GNEF provides 
energy assistance 
to those who, 
because of tem-
porary financial 
difficulty, cannot 
meet a month's energy expense and are not eligible 
for state or federal energy assistance funds. The 
33rd annual campaign is a cooperative effort be-
tween the Fund’s 20 sponsoring energy companies, 
the general public, and the corporate community 
to raise $500K and help 1,175 households.

“The colder temperatures we’ve experienced are 
generating an increase in the number of inquiries 

by those in need of energy assistance,” said Gail 
Cohen, BELD Support Services Manager. “We ap-
peal to the giving spirit of all our Braintree neigh-
bors and ask that you consider making a donation 

of any amount online at magoodneigh-
bor.org.”

Since its inception, the Fund has raised 
more than $21 million to provide 
87,250+ households with emergency 
assistance. Residents and businesses 
who wish to support the Fund are 
encouraged to visit magoodneighbor.
org, or mail a check (payable to “Good 
Neighbor Energy Fund”) to Massachu-
setts Good Neighbor Energy Fund, c/o 

The Salvation Army, 25 Shawmut Road, Canton, 
MA, 02021-1408. Participating energy companies 
support their respective customers’ generosity 
through various giving programs.  

For more information on the Fund and how to 
apply, visit your local Salvation Army Corps Com-
munity Center or magoodneighbor.org, or call 
800.334.3047.

GnEF is in need of donations
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