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Save
the date

BDE to celebrate National
Drive Electric Week
September 9 through 16, Braintree Drives Electric
will celebrate National Drive Electric Week (formerly National Plug-In Day), an annual collaboration of Plug In America, the Sierra Club, and the
Electric Auto Association.
National Drive Electric Week has proven to be one
of the best ways to learn about electric vehicles
(EVs). Last year’s festivities included 235 events in
212 cities, 46 states, and seven countries, drawing
120,000 attendees and attracting widespread media
attention.
Electric vehicles are fun to drive, cost less
to fuel and maintain, and
require a fraction of the carbon
fuel as gasolinepowered vehicles.
They also promote
local energy jobs and
reduce our reliance
on foreign oil. Makes
and models range from
minivans to sporty
sedans, hatchbacks to
SUVs, and most of the
major manufacturers
(including Tesla, GM, Volkswagen, Nissan, Toyota,
and BMW) have jumped on the bandwagon.
Combined with state and local incentives, the costs
to lease EVs make them comparable—and in many
cases cheaper—to acquire than gasoline-powered
vehicles. Depending on the type of EV (all-electric
vs. plug-in hybrid), expensive trips to the gas station
can become either far less frequent or mere memories altogether.
Electric vehicle sales have soared in Massachusetts
and across the country. Last year, EV sales were 38%
higher than in 2015. This year, every month has
seen substantial increases from a year ago. The first

quarter of 2017 saw a 74% increase in sales over last
year. Whether this is due to more vehicle options,
growing public awareness, or a more determined
effort to make a positive environmental impact,
there’s plenty to celebrate this September.
Braintree, especially, continues to be one of the leading
EV-adopting municipalities in the state, and that’s
certainly something to be
proud of. If you’re on the
verge of getting an electric
vehicle or would just
like to test the waters,
National Drive Electric
Week is a fantastic time
to do just that!
Once again this year,
Braintree will join towns and cities
across the United States and Canada (and even
a few in other countries) in hosting an event
to celebrate National Drive Electric Week. Last
year’s event kicked off the Braintree Drives Electric
program, as Mayor Sullivan and nearly 50 other
residents test drove electric vehicles at Braintree
High School. Keep an eye out for details on this
year’s event, which will celebrate the one-year anniversary of Braintree’s program.
Visit BraintreeDrivesElectric.com to see our
events calendar, to join our mailing list, and to
find out what we have in store for National Drive
Electric Week. Also, look for us at Braintree Farmers
Market this summer to test drive one of our electric
vehicles.
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Public
Power
Day
Public Power Week
is observed the first
full week of October
by 2,200+ utilities that
collectively provide
electricity on a not-for-

profit basis to 43 million
Americans. This year,
BELD will kick off the
annual celebration with
our popular customer
appreciation event at
the Braintree Farmers Market Saturday,
Sept. 30. Stay tuned
for complete details,
and information on
other events that week!

BELD is proud to be a
sponsor of Relay for Life, a
community-based fundraising event of the American
Cancer Society. This year
employees gathered to wear
purple in honor of Relay for
Life of Braintree, Milton and
Randolph, June 10 and 11.

August is Kids Month at the Braintree Farmers Market
BELD is sponsoring Kids Month this
August at the Braintree Farmers Market.
Each Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon the
market will feature a Kids’ Tent where you
can bring your little ones to enjoy activities
such as scavenger hunts, produce tastings
and learning tasks. Upon completing the

assignments your child will receive a $5
voucher that can be used to purchase fresh,
local produce from our farmers. The market operates rain or shine 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Saturdays until Oct. 28 at the Town Hall
Mall. We hope to see you there!
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BELD employees support Relay for Life

www.beld.com
150 Potter Road
Braintree, MA 02184
781.348.BELD (2353)
PAYMENT OPTIONS

www.beld.com for
online BillPay,
or call 781.348.1001
(sign up for AutoPay
to save time & money!)
PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Our office is open from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Customer
Service is open
until 7 p.m. on Thursday.
Drop Boxes

Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall

Braintree Cooperative Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK

BELD Broadband phone service gives you
choices! Voice Management at My Digital
Services on beld.com allows you to retrieve
messages by phone or email. The voicemail
to email options allow you to do the
following:
• Send an email notification when a new
voice message is received
• Send a copy of the voicemail to an
email as a WAV file attachment
• Enable callers to be forwarded to a

number specified by you when they
select “0” on their keypad
We’re excited
about this option and hope
you are, too!
Questions?
Call us at
781.348.BELD (2353) for more information
on how to use Voice Management.

Community Bulletin Board
4th Annual Farm-to-Table Dinner
Sat. 9/16, 6:30-9:30 p.m., sponsored by the Braintree Historical Society (held on the grounds) in partnership
with Sustainable Braintree, with locally grown produce from the farms at the Braintree Farmers Market. Cash
bar, Comfort Street Music, $60 per person. Tickets on sale at the Town Clerk’s office & Braintree Farmers Market; Cheryl Edgar 781. 848.9247, Chris McIntyre: braintreehistoricalevents@gmail.com.

COMMISSION MEETINGS

Public meetings are usually
held monthly. Call
781.348.2353 or check
www.beld.com
to confirm time and date.
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, September 4
Labor Day

COMMISSIONERS

Did you know BELD Broadband has voicemail to email?

Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

Thomas Reynolds
Chairman

Anthony Agnitti
Vice Chair

James Regan
Secretary

Braintree Recycling Update
Plastic bags DO NOT go in your recycling carts. They should be used as household trash can liners or for picking up after animals, or bring them to any supermarket. All entrances have a receptacle for plastic bag recycling.
Bags collected here are used to make plastic furniture, decks, etc. Plastic bags jam the gears of recycling plant
machinery, forcing employees to shut down equipment and manually remove them…a costly and dangerous
operation. Thank you for your cooperation.
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