
Drivers with gasoline vehicles pay close attention to fuel 
prices—especially during the summer vacation season. 
Grocery costs are always on the minds of growing families. 
Similarly, consumers are intrigued by rising cable television 
costs: “What?! My cable bill has gone up again?!

We wanted to help you understand why we, like other cable 
operators all over the country, must continue to increase 
our costs each year. It’s not something we enjoy doing; un-
fortunately, it’s driven by costs that we are required to pay 
to offer cable TV programming to you.

Let’s start with a brief history lesson. Prior to 2010, the 
costs a cable operator paid to offer basic cable to their 
customers were minimal. Basic cable typically consisted 
of the local networks (ABC, NBC, CBS and Fox) as well as 
C-SPAN, PBS, and maybe a couple other networks like The 
Weather Channel or shopping channels. The cost to offer all 
these channels to a customer was minimal—under $1 per 
customer per month.

Fast forward to 2010—the first year that broadcasters 
started charging retransmission consent fees. While lo-
cal networks are available to customers for free over an 
antenna, broadcasters began demanding a fee for cable 
operators to “retransmit” the signal through their cable 
systems. Any operator not willing to pay the fee would lose 
the right to provide these signals to its customers, leaving 
those channels dark. As cable companies strived to provide 
the best viewing experience possible for their customers, 
they had no choice but to pay the fees so their custom-
ers would not lose access to local news and other popular 

programming.

At first these retransmission fees were fairly 
nominal. But over the years broadcasters began 
raising the rates higher than the rate of infla-
tion, making it impossible for cable companies 
to keep up.

And it’s not just retransmission fees that have 
driven up costs. As we explained in the June 
edition of Bright Ideas, the media conglomer-
ates who control 90% of the cable TV market 
are also responsible for driving up costs. The 
impact of these collective cost increases is il-
lustrated here. As you can see, by 2020 BELD 
Broadband’s costs for offering basic cable pro-
gramming are projected to increase by 2,787% 
over 2006 costs! That’s beyond unreasonable, 
especially when the costs for common goods 
have only increased by 25%.

We understand that these rising costs make 
streaming services like Sling TV, Philo, Apple 
TV and others so appealing to consumers. With 
these services you still get access to most (if not 
all) of the programming you love, but at a lower 
cost. There’s also the convenience that stream-

ing services offer—you can watch them almost 
anywhere, on a variety of devices. 

BELD’s fast and reliable Internet service is the perfect 
complement to these services, as it makes streaming your 
favorite content easy and efficient. To learn more visit 
www.beld.com or call 781.348.BELD (2353) to speak with 
a friendly local representative who can help you make the 
best decision for your household.
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Cable prices vastly outpace inflation
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BELD PAYMENT OPTIONS
Sign up for AutoPay 
at beld.com, or call 

781.348.1001 to make 
a one-time payment

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Mon-Fri: 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Th: 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Drop boxes
Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall 

Cash accepted only at
South Shore Bank

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

BROADBAND HELPDESK
Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Saturday & holidays: 
8 a.m.–4 p.m.

COMMISSION MEETINGS
Public meetings are usually

held monthly. Call 
781.348.2353 or check 

www.beld.com
to confirm time and date. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Thursday, July 4
Independence Day
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eV trend in Braintree: 
affordable all-electrics with 200+ miles of range
Previously, if a driver wanted an affordable 
long-range all-electric vehicle, the choices were 
limited to the Chevy Bolt (238 miles), and the 
recently released Tesla Model 3 standard range 
(220 miles). Now several more automakers have 
their own longer-range battery electric vehicles 
(BEVs), and some of the more affordable ones 
are already 
showing 
up at South 
Shore auto 
dealers! 
Here’s a pre-
view of three 
of these rea-
sonably priced 
range champions.

Nissan LEAF Plus: The LEAF has been an 
affordable and reliable electric car since its 
launch in 2011, and through its appealing 2018 
re-design. Also, the range has grown from 84 
to 151 miles with the second generation. The 
new LEAF Plus offers 224 miles of all-electric 
range from its larger 62 kWh battery, along with 
better power and acceleration than the standard 
model, which will continue to be available. The 
LEAF Plus starts at $36,550 before incentives, 
which for BELD customers include a $2,500 

manufacturer’s rebate, a federal tax credit and a 
state rebate for a net cost under $26k!

Hyundai Kona Electric: Like the Chevy Bolt, 
the Kona Electric is one part hot-hatch and one 
part sub-compact SUV, but with 258 miles of 
all-electric range (20 more than the Bolt). With 

sharp crossover looks, 201 horsepower 
and a 0-to-60 time of just 

6.4 seconds, the 
Kona Electric 
doesn’t disappoint. 
The Kona Electric 
starts at $37,995 
before incentives.

Kia Niro EV: 
Kia has spiffed up its Niro EV powertrain with 
a slightly larger crossover package, resulting 
in a bigger backseat and cargo area. This ride 
provides an impressive 239 miles of range and 
similarly impressive driving performance. The 
Niro EV starts at $38,500 before incentives.

To learn more about these vehicles and current 
purchase or lease incentives—or to set up a 
test drive—visit BraintreeDrivesElectric.com. 
Find out how to save even more in Braintree by 
driving electric!

Pickleball for working seniors
Learn to play the fastest growing sport in the world. 
Three 2-hour Sat. a.m. classes with 4 volunteer 
instructors. Email 

braintreepickleball4beginners@yahoo.com. 

4th annual Bean Stock music Festival
Sat., 7/20, 3-8 p.m., French’s Common, tickets $5. 
Benefits The Sun Will Rise Foundation: 
thesunwillrise.org. Email robyn@thesunwillrise.org.

“Wonder Twin” electric crossovers—
Hyundai Kona Electric & Kia Niro EV

Braintree’s concerts by the lake continue this month

Freecookout!7/23

Once again BELD is sponsoring free music at Sunset Lake’s Whalen Gazebo this summer. Bring your 
blanket or lawn chair and arrive early—shows are 6– 8 p.m. Tuesdays through August 6. 
Enjoy hot dogs, hamburgers and more at the popular Party in the Park July 23!

July 2:    Curragh’s Fancy—Irish night

July 9:    Mike Varraso and the Top Shelf—R&B, rock, soul & funk 

July 16:    Gainsville Road—Sounds of the ‘70s through today 

July 23:    Timmy Brown Band—
 Modern country  

July 31:    Dale and the Duds—Classic rock ‘n’ roll 

August 6:   4EverFab—Beatles tribute 


