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Psst: Want some insider info on streaming?
You started streaming video, you’re saving
money … and now you’re obsessed! It’s no
secret: we are, too, and we love sharing the new
information we come across. Some of these tips
we learn from customers just like you, so don’t
hesitate to pass along details about a service or
trick that’s taken your streaming experience to the next
level. This month it’s all
about Hallmark.
Hallmark is so popular
with our customers—it’s
always been one of the
most asked-about services. You can get all three
services—Hallmark Channel, Hallmark Drama and
Hallmark Movies & Mysteries—on Philo (currently
$20/month), which offers the content live.
Hallmark’s own streaming service is Hallmark
Movies Now. It’s a bargain at $5.99 a month but
be aware that content is limited (it doesn’t carry
the newest movies, for example).

BELD installs new solar
BELD electricians recently installed a 10
kilowatt photovoltaic system on the Thomas
A. Watson Generating Station control building, where it’s supplying power intermittently
during daylight hours. It exports and delivers
excess power to the electrical system on the
BELD site when the control building’s internal
loads are less than the system’s total output.
The exported power is used by other buildings
and facilities within the BELD site.

Our pick is FrndlyTV, which offers 12 live
channels (including the three beloved Hallmark
channels) plus on demand content and a DVR
service, all for just $5.99 a month. Access it on
your Roku streaming device, Amazon Fire TV or
on the go at frndlytv.com.
How do we know all this stuff?
We get most of our info the
same way you do: online, from
others in the know. Cord Cutters News is one of our favorite
resources. It’s got tons of great
info for streamers, with everything from beginners guides
to the latest deals on hardware
and software. Its Facebook
group is a very active community with more than 81,000
knowledgeable members. Check it out on the
web at cordcuttersnews.com, or on Facebook @
CordCuttersNews.
Remember, we’re always here to help you out any
way we can. Visit our helpful streaming website at
BELDinternet.com or call 781.348.BELD (2353).

The Good
Neighbor
Energy Fund
is now open
The Massachusetts Good
Neighbor Energy Fund
(GNEF) is available to all
eligible candidates. The
Fund helps households in
temporary crisis with the
payment of their energy
expenses. GNEF’s “Give
the Gift of Warmth” campaign goal this year is to
raise $500,000 and assist
more than 1,500 households.
This campaign year’s
Fund disbursement is
$250 per eligible household per heating season.
To apply to the Fund for
assistance, visit your local Salvation Army Corps
Community Center, or call
800.334.3047.
Braintree residents who
wish to support the Fund
can “Give the Gift of
Warmth” by using the
green donation envelope
found in January electric
bills, donating online at
magoodneighbor.org,
or mailing a check to
“Good Neighbor Energy
Fund,” c/o The Salvation
Army, 25 Shawmut Road,
Canton, Massachusetts
02021-1408.
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use space heaters with caution

•

•
•

•

Use space heaters only as a supplementary
source of heat—they are not intended to
replace your home’s heating system
Buy a space heater that been certified by a
nationally recognized testing laboratory
If you must use an extension cord with your
space heater, be sure to use the right size
and type
Avoid using electric space heaters in a bathroom—and never touch one when you’re wet

•
•
•

Keep all furniture and combustible items
at least three feet away from the heater
Turn off your space heater when you leave
the room
Never use a space heater with a damaged or
frayed cord, and never cover the cord with
carpeting or furniture

We want you to be safe this winter. Please
remember that taking preventive action is the
best defense against potential home heating
hazards. Got questions about electrical safety or
home heating? Call BELD’s Energy Advisor at
781.348.1032.

BELD PAYMENT OPTIONS

Sign up for AutoPay
at beld.com, or call
781.348.1001 to make
a one-time payment

PAYMENT LOCATIONS
150 Potter Road

Mon-Fri: 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Th: 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Drop boxes

Top of Potter Road
Beside Town Hall

Cash accepted only at
South Shore Bank

Used car shopping? The best kept secret is ELECTRIC
For many drivers, buying a brand-new car is
not something that fits their budget. What
few consumers realize is that more
than 80% of the first generation of
affordable electric vehicles (EVs)
were leased, so many plug-ins are
now entering the used car market. And like new electrics, used
electrics cost significantly less to
“fuel” and maintain, and may
even save the driver as much
per month as the car’s monthly payment!

www.beld.com
150 Potter Road
Braintree, MA 02184
781.348.BELD (2353)

1010 Washington St.
372 Washington St.

more to come.” Check it out for yourself:
greenenergyconsumers.org/drivegreen/buyingpreownedelectricvehicle.

Local car dealers and EV
rewards programs are also
getting into the used vehicle
game. At a well-known local preowned/used car dealer, an auction buyer is
bringing affordable used plug-ins into their
regular inventory, such as a 2013 model recently listed for just $9,988.

BELD helps its customers
with every aspect
of electric car
shopping—as well
as incentives—
through Braintree
Drives Electric. The
Bring Your Own
Charger® Program is
open to any Braintree
resident who charges
a plug-in vehicle at
home. Customers get
the equivalent of up
to 175 miles of free EV
driving each month—or up to 2,100 miles per
year—per vehicle by agreeing to charge their
EV only overnight and on weekends.

The non-profit Green Energy Consumers
Alliance is also getting involved in supporting
the used EV market. “We just soft-launched
our used car portal,” said Anna Vanderspek of
GECA’s Drive Green Program. “It’s currently
populated with 19 deals, and there are many

BELD also offers EV owners a rebate of $250
to help offset the cost of installing some or
all components of a Level 2 system for higher
speed charging of an electric vehicle at home.
For more information and to sign up, visit
BraintreeDrivesElectric.com.

INTERNET HELPDESK

24 hours/day
7 days/week

COMMISSION MEETINGS

Public meetings are usually
held monthly. Call
781.348.2353 or check
www.beld.com
to confirm time and date.
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Monday, January 20
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, February 17
Presidents Day

COMMISSIONERS

People often rely on electric space heaters to stay
warm during the winter months. If used incorrectly, space heaters can pose serious risks. The
following tips come from the Electrical Safety
Foundation International:

ELECTRIC
INTERNET

When the weather outside is frightful …
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Community Bulletin Board
The Community Board section of this newsletter provides free listings for events sponsored by local nonprofit organizations. Information must be submitted by the 3rd of the month before the newsletter is
mailed—for example, the listing of an event scheduled for April 15 would appear in the March issue, the
deadline for which would be February 3.
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